
Research scientist in statistical genetics and psychiatric epidemiology 
Rutgers Center for the Genomics of Psychiatric Health and Addiction, in partnership with SUNY Downstate 
Health Sciences University 
 
We seek to hire research scientists in the area of statistical genetics and psychiatric epidemiology to contribute 
to projects on alcohol and other substance use disorders, schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, and obsessive-
compulsive disorder. Specific areas of focus include whole-genome analyses of these phenotypes and other 
psychiatric comorbidities in ancestrally diverse populations; delineating the environmental factors that may 
modify polygenic predispositions; and characterizing how genetic and environmental influences for alcohol and 
other substance use disorders are transmitted within families. The ultimate goal of this basic program of 
research is to drive discoveries that can inform translational efforts to improve human health. Research 
scientists (fellows) will be based in the newly-established Rutgers Center for the Genomics of Psychiatric 
Health and Addiction (RCGPHA), housed within the Department of Psychiatry at the Rutgers Robert Wood 
Johnson Medical School, and will work as part of a research partnership across Rutgers University, SUNY 
Downstate Health Sciences University, and our national and international partners. Fellows will be jointly 
supervised by Dr. Jessica Salvatore, Dr. Tim Bigdeli, and Dr. Michele Pato, and will work closely with other 
members of our collaborative team including Dr. Jacquelyn Meyers and Dr. Roseann Peterson.   
 
The responsibilities of the successful applicant will include the following: 

• Develop, in conjunction with the supervisory team, a research training and career development plan 
that delineates the skills to be developed as a research scientist (fellow). 

• Conduct research aligned with the scientific aims of the funded projects in Rutgers Center for the 
Genomics of Psychiatric Health and Addiction team, with an emphasis on whole genome analyses 
(e.g., GWAS, polygenic profiling, etc.) and subsequent meta-analyses for selected clinical phenotypes, 
and the preparation of associated manuscripts for peer review and presenting at local, national, 
international conferences. 

• Provide support for research-related tasks (e.g., applications for publicly accessible data, funding 
agency project reports and communications).   

• Provide support and consultation to other members of the research team, to include staying current 
with latest theories and analytic methods related to the scope of the work. 

• Contribute to the development of new funding proposals (state, federal, and foundation).  
• Work as part of a multidisciplinary, translational team.  

 
Qualifications 

• PhD in Human Genetics, Biostatistics, Psychology, or closely related field  
 
The person in this position will benefit from the rich, collaborative, interdisciplinary, and 
diverse training environment in the Rutgers Center for the Genomics of Psychiatric Health and Addiction, the 
RWJMS Department of Psychiatry, and Rutgers University more broadly. The Center, led by Dr. Michele Pato, 
is focused on research initiatives in behavioral health and addictions research, leading to consequential 
contributions to scholarship and advancements in the field of medicine, through basic science, translational, 
and clinical research in the intersectionality of genomics, population health, bioinformatics, medical informatics, 
and health disparities. The Center further works to integrate these research initiatives systemwide to include 
Rutgers University Behavioral Health Care (UBHC), University Correctional Health Care (UCHC), Rutgers New 
Jersey Medical School (NJMS), Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School (RWJMS) and Rutgers Brain 
Health Institute to further the strategic mission of the departments and the larger institution. The Center 
occupies 5,000 square feet of newly-renovated space in the Rutgers University Behavioral Health Care 
(UBHC) building on the Piscataway campus. 
 
Interested candidates can submit a statement of research interests and CV to Drs. Salvatore, Bigdeli, and Pato 
at: jessica.salvatore@rutgers.edu; Tim.Bigdeli@downstate.edu; mp1768@rwjms.rutgers.edu. We strongly 
encourage applications from members of groups identified as nationally underrepresented in the biomedical, 
clinical, behavioral and social sciences, including individuals from underrepresented racial and ethnic groups, 
individuals with disabilities, individuals from disadvantaged backgrounds and women. 
 


